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Instrument Repairer Demographics: Challenges & Outlook

A recent demographic analysis of instrument repairers found an average age of
45.3 years in the United States. [zippia.com]

The occupation is also overwhelmingly male (about 85% male) and relatively small,
with only about 6,000-6,200 musical instrument repairers and tuners nationwide.
[bls.gov], [repit.org]

For the band instrument repair niche specifically, many industry leaders believe the
average age is likely higher than 45, because:

» B & Several repair school directors and NAPBIRT members have discussed a
.'E shortage of new entrants.

“"9* Many established technicians entered the trade in the 1970s-1990s and

207s  remain active.
Only a handful of full-time repair schools currently feed the profession.

[napbirt.org], [rockymount...repair.com]




REPAIR TECHNICIAN CAPACITY IN THE U.S.
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~1,200 instrumes per year. [zippia.com], [Band / Mus...json Chart]
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School Location Program Length Tuition Tools / Fees Estimated Total

Minnesota State College Red Wing, 5 seresiors MN residents: ~$6,092; Non- Tools ~$1,800; ~$8,300 (MN resident) to ~$13,900 (non-resident)
Southeast MN residents: ~$11,234 books/supplies ~$430 [Band / Mus.,.isqn Chart

Western lowa Tech Sioux City, 5 semesters IAresident: ~$7,616; Non-  Books, tools, and supplies  Approximately $9,000-$12,000+ depending on
ICommunity College 1A resident: ~$10,064 additional tool purchases [Band / Mus...isgn Chart]

Renton Technical Renton, 3 quarters (certificate) $4.289 it Supplies about $1,000; Approximately $6,200 total [Band / Mus...ison
~$4, uition
College WA or AAS option toolkit about $900 Chart], [rtc.edu

Private Repair Schools

School Location Program Length Tuition Tools / Fees Estimated Total

CIOMIT (Colorado Institute of Castle 5-month full-time discipline $2,100/month x 5 = Toolkits range from Often $12,000-$15,000+
Musical Instrument Technology) Rock, CO (Brass, Woodwind, etc.) $10,500 per discipline $1,500-$4,500 depending on track [ciomit.com]

Tuition approximately Enrollment/tool costs Approximately $18,000+ total

Badger State Repair School Elkhorn, WI 48 weeks .
$15,800 about $2,500 [Band / Mus.,.ison Chart
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