
A Closer Look at 
________

Presenters
PMEA Leadership Summit 2024







PA Facts
• 67 Counties
• 1.69 million children in PA public schools

– 3.4% of 49.6 millions students in USA
– 7th in the country
– Nationwide public school enrollment is down 2.1% since 2017

• 500 school district (1,513,000 students)
• 162 brick and mortar charter schools (104,400 students)
• 71 Career and Technical Centers (55,000 students)
• 29 Intermediate Units (10,700 students)
• 13 Cyber Charter Schools (59,900 students)
• 2706 Nonpublic/private schools (225,700 students)
• Home Education Programs (42,600)



PA Facts
•School entities MAY develop, expand or improve existing academic standards in the following content 
areas:
–… arts and humanities…
•Elementary education: primary and intermediate levels
–Planned instruction aligned with academic standards shall be provided to every student every 
year in the primary program. Planned instruction may be provided as separate course or other 
disciplinary activity.
–The arts, including active learning experiences in art, music, dance and theatre.
–Planned instruction in the following areas shall be provided to every student every year in the 
intermediate level program. Planned instruction may be provided or as an instructional unit within 
another course or other disciplinary activity.
–The arts, including active learning experiences in art, music, dance and theatre.

PA Code, Title 22, Chapter 4: Academic Standards and Assessments



PA Arts Education Facts
23-24 School Year

• 71.8% (up) of public school students enrolled in arts classes
• 9.2% (down) of public school students without access to arts 

education (158,609 students)
• 969,117 enrolled in music education in public schools

– 80% elementary enrollment
– 80% middle school enrollment
– 16% high school enrollment
– 53% mixed school enrollment

• 4,090 music educators in public schools
• Roughly 3,700 PMEA members (includes college students)







Lawsuit Findings
• On February 7, 2023, Commonwealth Court ruled that 

Pennsylvania’s school funding system is unconstitutional and must 
be reformed. 

• “All witnesses agree that every child can learn. It is now the 
obligation of the Legislature, Executive Branch, and educators, to 
make the constitutional promise a reality in this Commonwealth.”

• Adequacy gap in 2018-19: $4.6 billion – Over $6 billion now
• Basic Education Funding Commission

https://pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/pennsylvanias-school-funding-system-declared-unconstitutional-in-historic-victory-for-students/
https://pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/pennsylvanias-school-funding-system-declared-unconstitutional-in-historic-victory-for-students/


Lawsuit Findings
• What about the PA Fair Funding Formula?

• Enacted in 2016, the formula distributes increases in state funding to 
school districts based on “weighted students”

• Takes into account population, students in poverty, English learners, and 
other factors

• Only how to split the pie—not how big the pie should be

• Only 14% of funding goes through the formula
•



• Great Inequity for Students Among 500 Districts
• In 2019-20, current spending per pupil in Pennsylvania school 
districts ranged from $11,647 (Hazleton Area) to $26,984 (Lower 

Merion)
• This means, in an average classroom of 25 students, a gap of 

$383,425 per classroom per year. 
• Inequitable and Inadequate Resources in a Standards-Based 

Environment with Equal Expectations for All Students
•
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State Budget



State Budget
Shapiro Proposal

• $526 million in adequacy funding
• $75 million in basic education funding
• $40 million for special education
• $40 million for student teacher stipend program



State Budget
Higher Ed Impacts - Shapiro Proposal

• $40 million for student teacher stipend program
• Flat Funding State-related schools

– Performance based Funding Council
• $40 million increase for PASSHE
• PASSHE approved a 3.5% increase ($139 per semester)

– Could rescind based on final budget
– First tuition increase in 7 years



Status of FY 2025 & 2026 Appropriations
Program Title FY 2025 Funding FY 2026 Budget Proposal

Title I $18.41 B $18.41 B

IDEA $14.2 B $14.9 B

Title IV-A $1.38 B $0

21st Century Community Learning 
Centers

$1.33 B $0

Title II $2.19 B $0

Assistance for Arts Education $36.5 M $0

National Endowment for the Arts $207 M $0



FY 2026 Appropriations Schedule

• President Releases FY26 Budget Proposal  
(May 30)

• Appropriations Committee Hearings 
(April/May) 

• Appropriations Committee Markups 
(June/July)

• House & Senate Floor Votes (July/September)

• Start of FY 2026 (October 1)

  



Federal Funding Campaign
Programs
• Title I, Part A

• Title II, Part A

• Title IV, Part A

• Assistance for Arts Education

• National Endowment for the Arts



Trump Administration Actions
• Executive Orders

–DEI

–“Racial Indoctrination”

• End DEI Portal

• “Big Beautiful Bill”



U.S. Department of Education

• Linda McMahon confirmed as 
U.S. Secretary of Education 
(March 3)

• Executive Order on ED     
(March 20)

• Introduction of Returning 
Education to Our States Act 
(April 19)



Federal Legislation Supported by NAfME

Arts Education for All Act 
(H.R. 5463)

• Introduced by Reps. Bonamici (OR-01) 
and Bacon (NE-02)

• Expands access to high-quality arts 
education for early childhood and K-12 
learners.

• Supports PD for arts educators
• Directs the U.S. Dept of ED to fund 

research on effective arts education 
practices

HBCU Arts Education Act 
(H.R. 2664)

• Introduced by Rep. Adams (NC-12)
• Amends the Higher Education Act to 

allow federal HBCU grants to support 
arts, arts education and cultural programs

• Provides financial and other assistance to 
students in arts, arts education and 
cultural programs. 

• Provides comprehensive wraparound 
services including faculty and peer 
mentorship, work-based learning 
opportunities, and career advising. 



Federal Legislation Supported by NAfME

Respect, Advancement, and Increasing 
Support for Educators (RAISE) Act

(H.R. 1611)

• Introduced by Rep. Hayes (CT-05)
• Provides $1,000 refundable tax credit for all 

eligible educators & up to $14000 in 
additional credits for teachers in 
under-resourced areas

• Doubles the educator tax deduction for 
out-of-pocket classroom and supply 
expenses from $250 to $500.

Reimagining Inclusive Arts Education 
Act

(H.R. 3852)
• Introduced by Rep. David Scott (GA-13)
• Authorizes $15 million for a new competitive 

grant program to promote curricula, best 
practices, and PD for arts educators and 
creative arts therapists to better support 
students with disabilities



What Can Advocates Do? 

Research
Assess 

Resources
Collect Impact 

Stories

Share with 
Decision 
Makers

Stay 
Informed







What is PMEA Doing?
• Conferences and Festivals
• Advocacy and Policy Work
• Crescendo Student Conference
• Future Music Educators Honors Symposium
• PA Arts Education Leadership Coalition
• Working on lifecycle of a music educator





What Can We Do And 
How Do We Know It’s 

Working?



What Can We Do And How Do We Know It’s Working?
Challenges > Solutions > Success

• What are the challenges that you may be facing in 
the broader world of Music Education? How 
specifically are those challenges impacting your 
roles/goals?



What Can We Do And How Do We Know It’s Working?
Challenges > Solutions > Success

• What does your organization need in order to 
fully be effective? How can combined efforts 
impact this work?



What Can We Do And How Do We Know It’s Working?
Challenges > Solutions > Success

• What success stories can you share that would 
inspire or motivate other organizations in their 
work? What’s working?

• What does success actually look like?



Thank You!

We will send a survey.

Email - markd@pmea.net




