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Collegiate Communiqué #34 Scholarships & Workshops Galore   January 2023 

Greetings from the Chair of the PMEA State Council for Teacher Training, Recruitment, and Retention! 
Collegiate Communiqué is published twice a year and serves as a starting 
point and “quick-read” for news, perspectives, and research frequently 
geared to college students and higher education members and those seeking 
continuing professional development. 
Features in this “omnibus issue” on conferences and workshops: 

• Active PCMEA Chapters 
• Announcing Two New PMEA Scholarships 
• North, South, East, West – 3 Music Teacher Conferences & 2 Professional Development Days 
• NAfME Conference Schedule by Subject Strand 
• Additional Resources and the Crescendo Student Conference 
• PMEA Conference Sessions by Subject Strand (PMEA News insert) 

This is your forum. You are invited to submit an article or announcement for a future issue: 
paulkfox.usc@gmail.com. Previous issues are archived here: https://www.pmea.net/focus-areas/pcmea/   

The “Who’s Who” of PCMEA Leadership – Thank You for Your Service! 

It’s All About Professional Development, Making Connections, and Networking! 
https://www.pmea.net/council-for-ttrr/  
The Council for Teacher Training, Recruitment, and Retention, along with the rest of PMEA, PCMEA, 
NAfME, and other professional organizations, bring you resources to help you “grow” as a music educator, 
regardless of the career stage you are in: 

• College music student 
• Pre-service music teacher or someone looking for a job 
• First-year or rookie teacher in the schools 
• Mentor or mentee building your skills 
• Veteran teacher of many years 
• Retired but still active musician and teacher 
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PCMEA Chapter Page 
https://www.pmea.net/pcmea/ 

Active PCMEA Chapters as of July 2022  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
PCMEA Website, Objectives, and Social Media 
https://pcmeawebmaster.wixsite.com/pcmea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the purpose of PCMEA? 

1. To provide a state-wide organization for 
all students belonging to NAfME. 

2. To be the collegiate voice for the PMEA 
Executive Board. 

3. To provide professional development as 
well as educational networking 
opportunities for all student members. 

4. To enhance the field of music education 
by means of creating and participating in 
events and advocacy campaigns that 
engage the community in music. 



      PMEA Council for Teacher Training, Recruitment, and Retention 
 “Supporting the life cycle of a music educator…”     •     Paul K. Fox, Chair     •     Page 3 of 12 

Paul K. Fox 
Retired Member Coordinator/Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 
Chair/PMEA Council for Teacher Training, Recruitment, and Retention 
1564 Hastings Mill Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241 
412-596-7937 cell 412-854-3459 voice mail 
paulkfox.usc@gmail.com 
https://paulfox.blog/becoming-a-music-educator/ 	

Two New PMEA Scholarships for Reimbursement of College Expenses 
https://paulfox.blog/2022/12/31/two-new-pmea-scholarships/ Also please read page 69 of Winter 2022 issue of PMEA News. 
Details posted here after February 1, 2023: https://www.pmea.net/scholarships-and-awards/ (Application will go live on April 1, 2023.) 

At PMEA Council TTRR meetings, a frequent topic of discussion 
is the challenge of affording a college education – rising costs of 
testing, clearances, mileage to/from field experiences, upgraded 
instruments, and of course the “super-biggie” expenses of tuition, 
housing, and meals. Although only a small fraction of a possible 
remedy, two new significant (~$5K-$15K) financial aid resources 
have been launched by PMEA in the 2023-24 year for currently 
enrolled college students in their Freshman through Graduate year: 
Council TTRR Continuing Education Award (music-ed majors) 
& Music-for-Lifelong-Learning Award (STEM majors in music). 
Now is the time to prepare for the application process, including 
assembling a portfolio, writing an essay, updating the resume, and 
recording a solo performance excerpt for “blind judging” by 
PMEA officers, staff, Council for TTRR members, etc. Of special 
note to PCMEA members: To be eligible for consideration, you 
must have attended a PMEA-sponsored professional development program. (See the many options in this newsletter!) 

First the timeline (left). The Stark-Fox Family Fund Scholarship 
forms will go “live” beginning April 1, 2023. Application and all 
supportive documentation will be due on or before June 1, 2023. 
The award winners will be announced in July 2023. Scholarship 
recipients should collect their college expense receipts during the 
Fall 2023 and Spring 2024 semesters and send copies of them in 
a single mailing to the PMEA office on or before June 1, 2024. 
 

In memory of BJ Stark & Barbara Dooley Fox, In memory of Donald Edward Stark & Paul Francis Fox,  
supporters of music education engineers and supporters of music education 
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North, South, East, West – The Geography for 2023 Pre- & In-Service Career Development 
https://www.pmea.net/pmea-annual-in-service-conference/   https://www.pmea.net/pmea-summer-conference/  
https://www.pmea.net/2021-eastern-division-information/ https://district1.pmea.net/   https://www.pmead5.com/  

There can be simply NO EXCUSES! 2023 is the year of fabulous opportunities 
for participating in music teacher conferences or workshops, and you do not 
have to look far to find a suitable place convenient to the tri-state area. Now all 
that’s left is to match the event with the date and location… and if you can, to 
“grow” your depth of knowledge & skills by registering for more than one! 
PMEA District 1 Professional Development Day 
February 18, 2023 – Seton Hill University  
PMEA District 5 Professional Development Day 
February 20, 2023 – Grove City College 

NAfME Eastern Division Conference 
April 13-16, 2023 – Riverside Convention Center 
Rochester, NY 

PMEA Annual Conference 
April 19-22, 2023 – Kalahari Resort 
The Poconos 

PMEA Summer Conference 
July 17-19, 2023 – Red Lion Hotel 
Harrisburg/Hershey 

Keeping Your Connections with the PMEA Districts 
A good reason to pay attention to announcements from local PMEA Professional Development planners: 
Sneak Preview of District 5 Professional Development Day @ Grove City College – February 20, 2023: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

l Rochester, NY 

Kalahari Resort 
 l l Grove  

     City 

 Red Lion Hotel l 
l Seton Hill University 
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It’s Time to Register for the PMEA Annual Conference – April 19-22, 2023 
https://www.pmea.net/pmea-annual-in-service-conference/ and https://www.pmea.net/pmea-news/  
 

a.  
b.  
c.  
d.  
e. costs for student teachers), recruitment of a diverse teaching force 
f. New Goals 2021 & Beyond – Videos, Crescendo/Jr., recruitment of diverse teaching force, serving in advisory 

capacity to Professional Development Council, expansion of pre-college recruitment materials, address collegiate 
concerns, support Strategic Plan, get students excited to be music education majors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keynote Speakers                     Conference Features                Council TTRR Guest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Celebration of the 90th 
Anniversary of PMEA 

• Over 80 sessions 
• 25 performance ensembles 
• 15 hours of Act 48 credit 
• > 70 Market Place exhibits of 

companies and colleges 
• Modern Band Level I Training 
• PMEA Innovations Stage 
• See insert pages 11-12 

Thursday morning 
open meeting of the 
PMEA Council 
TTRR will feature 
a mini session by 
Courtney Coffey on 
the importance of 
“mindfulness” and 
sharing her career in 
the marching arts. 
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The PMEA Annual Conference – “In a Nutshell” 
It’s time for a ROAD TRIP – April 19-22, 2023 to the Kalahari Resort!  
College music students: If there was ever a moment to take a little 
“time off” from your studies and add something significant to your 
field experiences, the annual Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association For the Record Conference should be at the top of your 
priorities. Do you want to become a successful music educator, 
well-versed and comfortable in the latest “state-of-the-art” methods, 
materials, media, and music? Wouldn’t you like to be inspired and informed by leading experts in the field, 
hear amazing performances of top-notch groups, and put your hands on the latest innovative products and 
services offered by PMEA Corporate Sponsors and the music industry? Let’s get ready to rumble… and 
travel to the Poconos to have FUN and FLOURISH in career and personal development! 
 

• Reprint of insert from PMEA News - last two pages (11-12) of this Collegiate Communique 
• Conference preview article and schedule of sessions https://www.pmea.net/wp-

content/uploads/2022/12/2023-PMEA-Annual-In-Service-Conference-Information-Schedule-1.pdf  
• Online conference registration (only $35 for PCMEA members) https://portal.pmea.net/2022-

pmea-annual-conference  
• Printable conference registration form https://www.pmea.net/wp-

content/uploads/2022/11/2023-PMEA-Conference-Registration-fillable-2.pdf  
• PMEA’s conference rate room booking site https://book.passkey.com/e/50450366  
• Other lodging in the area 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

In Response to Music Education Students Who Might Say, “What’s in It for Me?” 
For more information, go to https://majoringinmusic.com/music-conferences/ 

Do you plan to teach music in a school system? You NEED to attend your PMEA conference! 
Where can you go to see the “latest & greatest – people & programs?” You NEED to attend your PMEA conference! 
Would it benefit you to network with leading educators in the field? You NEED to attend your PMEA conference! 
What venue puts exhibits, concerts, & clinics in one place to enjoy? You NEED to attend your PMEA conference! 
Where would you hear about possible future job openings in PA? You NEED to attend your PMEA conference! 
Are you looking to get charged-up, energized, and inspired? You NEED to attend your PMEA conference! 
 

The Carriage House  
390 Manor Dr., Pocono Manor; 570-839-6761 
Comfort Inn & Suites 
2189 PA-940, Mt. Pocono; 570-972-2130 
Days Inn by Wyndham Tannersville 
126 Hill Motor Lodge Rd; 570-664-0919 
Mt. Airy Resort 
312 Woodland Rd., Mt. Pocono, PA 18344; 877-682-4791 
Best Western Plus Poconos 
2647 PA-715, Tannersville, PA 18372 
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Every Other Year: The NAfME Eastern Division Conference 
Hosted in 2023 by New York State School Music Association 
Joseph A. Floreano Rochester Riverside Convention Center 
Rochester, NY on April 13-16, 2023 
https://www.nyssma.org/eastdiv2023/  
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Resources for College Music Education Majors, New Hires, 
and Recent Transfers to the Music Education Profession 
Including links from past issues of Collegiate Communique 

Care/Health & Wellness/Social-Emotional Learning 
• https://paulfox.blog/care/  
• https://www.pmea.net/teachingresources/  
• https://nafme.org/advocacy/advocacy-events/social-emotional-learning/  
• https://smte.us/aspas/music-teacher-health-and-wellness/  
• https://www.tmea.org/wp-content/uploads/Resources/sel-and-music-education-now-more-than-ever.pdf  

Ethics 
• https://www.pspc.education.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx 
• https://www.nasdtec.net/general/custom.asp?page=MCEE_Doc 
• https://www.pmea.net/council-for-ttrr/  
• https://paulfox.blog/category/ethics/  

Interviewing/Landing a Job 
• https://www.pmea.net/interview-strategies/  
• https://www.pmea.net/job-board/  
• https://paulfox.blog/category/interviewing/  
• https://majoringinmusic.com/music-teacher-job-interviews/  

Training 
• https://www.pmea.net/teachingresources/  
• https://www.pmea.net/pde/  
• https://www.pmea.net/council-for-ttrr/  
• https://www.pmea.net/higher-educationsmte/  
• https://paulfox.blog/becoming-a-music-educator/  
• https://nafme.org/my-classroom/virtual-learning-resources-for-music-educators/  
• https://www.edutopia.org/  
• https://majoringinmusic.com/7-things-music-education-majors-can-do-make-themselves-more-employable-2/  

 
Have an article or announcement for the next Collegiate Communique? Please email paulkfox.usc@gmail.com 

Active PMEA members: There’s still time to 
register your class for the student conference 
Crescendo, an online “in-school field trip” for 
middle to high school music students. 
Presentations will be available until June 2023. 
More info: https://www.pmea.net/crescendo/ 



2023 PMEA Annual In-Service Conference

ADJUDICATION/PERFORMANCE 
ASSESSMENT

• Do Your Students Really Know 
What You Think They Know?

• Your Best Advocacy: Documented 
Individual Student Musical Growth

• MPA with PMEA! - How Music Performance 
Assessments Helped our Bands

• Technology in Your Class in a 
Post-Pandemic World

• Understanding and Implementing 
ASTACAP for String Students

CAREER DEVELOPMENT/
TEACHER RESOURCES 
• #MoreThanAMusicTeacher: Creating 

Digital Portfolios And Online 
Content To Land You The Job

• Surviving & Thriving in Year 1
• The ABC’s of Influence: Advocacy and 

Administrators, Building Relationships, 
and Connecting with Counselors

• Your Dream Job: Tips and Tricks for Getting 
and KEEPING the Offer of a Lifetime

• Interview Clinic 2.0 - Best Practices for 
Acing Those Employment Screenings

• Strategies for Improving 
Double Reed Intonation

• The Pipeline: Creating Community 
for PA’s Music Teachers of Color

CHORAL
• Blend, Balance, and Buzz! Unique and 

Effective Vocal Pedagogy for Choirs
• ChoralWorks - Rehearsal Tracks 

on Smartphones for Free
• Creating Ensemble Synergy: A Functional 

Unity Foundation for Singing
• Embracing Every Voice in 

the Choral Classroom
• Just Add Kids

• Magic In The Middle
• Middle School Matters: Choral 

Rep for Developing Voices
• Turning Choral Warm-Ups Upside Down
• What’s that sound!? Demystifying the 

Sounds of Musical Theater Singing
• Improvisation for Classically 

Trained Instrumentalists
• ACDA Choral Reading Session
• Working with Words: Connecting 

Music and Meaning

COLLEGIATE/PCMEA
• Bowing Bootcamp - A Mini-Curriculum
• #MoreThanAMusicTeacher: Creating 

Digital Portfolios And Online 
Content To Land You The Job

• Developing Your Teacher Persona
• Inspire, Retain, and Empower 

Intermediate String Students
• Interview Clinic 2.0 - Best Practices for 

Acing Those Employment Screenings
• Steady, Smooth, Expressive....Developing 

Left Hand Technique for Conductors
• Student Teaching Success for Cooperating 

Teachers and Prospective Student Teachers
• Surviving & Thriving in Year 1

CONDUCTING
• How Do We C.O.N.D.U.C.T?
• Steady, Smooth, Expressive....Developing 

Left Hand Technique for Conductors
• Be Consistent - Treat Everyone 

Differently; A Situational Leadership 
Approach to Rehearsal Management

• Programming on Purpose - Making 
the Rep Match Your Curriculum

• We Be Flexin’, We Be Jammin’! 
- One College’s Deep Dive into 
Flex Wind Band Literature

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT/
ASSESSMENT

• The Art of Actively Assessing
• Building Independent Musicians in 

the Beginning Band and Orchestra
• Building Your Band Back Better: 

Techniques to Energize and Motivate 
Today’s Beginning Band Student

• Culturally Responsive Music Education 
in Action for General Music Rooms

• Exploring the Modern Band 
Method - Now with Ukulele!

• From Curriculum to Performance 
Without Missing a Beat

• Fun Does Not Mean Fluff: Singing 
Games that Satisfy Curricular Goals

• Make it Pop! Incorporating Popular Culture 
into the Elementary Music Classroom

• Right Rhythms, at the Right Time, 
in the Right Place: Developing 
Rhythmic Accuracy and Fluency

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, ACCESS 
& INCLUSION

• Motivate and Retain Students 
With Perspective Taking and Other 
Needs Satisfying Behaviors

• The Pipeline: Creating Community 
for PA’s Music Teachers of Color

• Embracing Every Voice in 
the Choral Classroom

• Iconic Notation: A Pathway to Music Literacy
• Just Gender: Pathways to Inclusivity 

in Elementary School
• Ready, Set, PLAY! Pre-band Possibilities 

In Today’s Elementary Music Classroom
• Special Learners in the String 

Classroom: Strategies & Opportunities 
for Diverse Learners

• Student Creativity through Free Apps and 
Web-Based DAWs: Mysteries Revealed

WHY SHOULD MUSIC EDUCATORS ATTEND?
The Pennsylvania Music Educators Association is pleased to offer all music educators an outstanding professional development opportunity at our 
annual spring in-service conference. Regardless of your area of specialization or stage of your teaching career, by attending the conference you 
will have the opportunity to gain new pedagogical knowledge, learn about new technology, perform new music, acquire new ideas for reaching 
and teaching all students in your school, further understand the importance of assessment and advocacy for your program, learn about new prod-
ucts which could enhance your program, and build professional relationships with your PMEA colleagues.

Over eighty sessions will be offered, many given by well-known clinicians in the field of music education. More than twenty-five outstanding 
performing groups from elementary to university level as well as the All-State Band, Chorus, Jazz, Orchestra, Vocal Jazz and Wind Ensemble will 
perform during the conference. Be sure to bring your interest and enthusiasm to PMEA’s Annual In-Service Conference in the Poconos, April 19-
22. At least 15 hours of Act 48 continuing education credits will be available.

SESSION TOPICS FOR THE 2023 PMEA ANNUAL IN-SERVICE CONFERENCE WILL INCLUDE (AS OF OCT 24, 2022)



APRIL 19-22 | KALAHARI RESORT & CONVENTION CENTER - THE POCONOS

• Ukulele and Songwriting

EARLY CHILDHOOD
• Addressing the P in the Pennsylvania 

PK-12 Music Certification

CLASSROOM MUSIC
• Cultivating Empathy through Children’s 

Literature in Elementary Music
• Culturally Responsive Music Education 

in Action for General Music Rooms
• Culture to Classroom: Songs 

and Stories of Chinese Culture 
Bearers for Elementary Music

• Engaging Middle School Musicians 
Through Creativity and Song

• Four Approaches, One Lesson
• From Curriculum to Performance 

Without Missing a Beat
• Fun Does Not Mean Fluff: Singing 

Games that Satisfy Curricular Goals
• Iconic Notation: A Pathway 

to Music Literacy
• Just Gender: Pathways to Inclusivity 

in Elementary School
• Make it Pop! Incorporating Popular Culture 

into the Elementary Music Classroom
• Ready, Set, PLAY! Pre-band Possibilities 

In Today’s Elementary Music Classroom
• The Rhythm is Here! A World Music 

Journey in Rhythm and Song

EXCEPTIONAL LEARNERS
• Adaptations, Modifications, and 

Creation: A Modern Approach to 
Teaching Students with Disabilities

• Special Learners in the String 
Classroom: Strategies & Opportunities 
for Diverse Learners

GUITAR/MODERN BAND 
• Exploring the Modern Band 

Method - Now with Ukulele!
• Ukulele and Songwriting
• Music Industry: The Next Step 

in Your Music Tech Class

HEALTH/WELLNESS/RETIREMENT
• Holistic Music Education - An Undeniable 

Formula for Success in the Marching Arts
• Self-Care Cookbook - Recipes 

and Resources for Teachers

HIGHER ED/SMTE/RESEARCH
• Addressing the P in the Pennsylvania 

PK-12 Music Certification

• Motivate and Retain Students 
With Perspective Taking and Other 
Needs Satisfying Behaviors

• Research Forum I
• Research Forum II
• Research Poster Session 

INSTRUMENTAL (ALL)
• The ABC’s of Elementary Band Music
• Building Independent Musicians in 

the Beginning Band and Orchestra
• Composition and Songwriting 

for Instrumental Ensembles
• Give ‘Em The Keys: Developing a 

Student-Centered Leadership Model
• Improvisation for Classically 

Trained Instrumentalists
• Programming on Purpose - Making 

the Rep Match Your Curriculum
• Strategies for Improving 

Double Reed Intonation

INSTRUMENTAL (BAND)
• The ABC’s of Elementary Band Music
• Building Your Band Back Better: 

Techniques to Energize and Motivate 
Today’s Beginning Band Student

• Holistic Music Education - An Undeniable 
Formula for Success in the Marching Arts

• How Do We C.O.N.D.U.C.T?
• MPA with PMEA! - How Music 

Performance Assessments 
Helped our Bands

• Planning For A Successful Marching 
Band Season: A Panel Discussion

• We Be Flexin’, We Be Jammin’! 
- One College’s Deep Dive into 
Flex Wind Band Literature

• Jazz Band Rehearsal Techniques 
for Real Results

• SmartMusic Tips Every 
Teacher Needs To Know

INSTRUMENTAL (JAZZ)
• Jazz Band Rehearsal Techniques 

for Real Results
• Jazz Ensemble Rehearsal Techniques 

for the Creative Director

INSTRUMENTAL (STRINGS)
• 6 Tips for Navigating the Mid-

Positions on the Cello
• 8 Teaching Strategies to Discover 

the Joy of the Golden Tone: 
Vibrato Skills for Low Strings

• Bowing Bootcamp - A Mini-Curriculum

• Inspire, Retain, and Empower 
intermediate string students

• Right Rhythms, at the Right Time, 
in the Right Place: Developing 
Rhythmic Accuracy and Fluency

• Special Learners in the String 
Classroom: Strategies & Opportunities 
for Diverse Learners

• Teaching Strings: The Nuts and 
Bolts as a Non-String Musician

• Understanding and Implementing 
ASTACAP for String Students

• We All Perform On the Same Stage - 
Improving the Ensemble Skills Of Your 
Secondary String Players 

LEADERSHIP/MENTORING
• Be Consistent - Treat Everyone 

Differently; A Situational Leadership 
Approach to Rehearsal Management

• Developing Your Teacher Persona
• Give ‘Em The Keys: Developing a 

Student-Centered Leadership Model
• It Starts with the Arts
• Your Dream Job: Tips and Tricks 

for Getting and KEEPING 
the Offer of a Lifetime

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY
• ChoralWorks - Rehearsal Tracks 

on Smartphones for Free
• Do Your Students Really Know 

What You Think They Know?
• The Joys of Multimedia and Musicking: 

Ideas for All Music Educators
• Method Book Madness
• Music Industry: The Next Step 

in Your Music Tech Class
• SmartMusic Tips Every 

Teacher Needs To Know
• Student Creativity through Free Apps and 

Web-Based DAWs: Mysteries Revealed
• Technology in Your Class in 

a Post-Pandemic World
• Your Best Advocacy: Documented 

Individual Student Musical Growth

WORLD MUSIC
• Culture to Classroom: Songs 

and Stories of Chinese Culture 
Bearers for Elementary Music

• The Rhythm is Here! A World Music 
Journey in Rhythm and Song
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