So You Want to Be a
Music Education Major






Academics

B+/A- average in HS coursework

Higher than average SAT or other
test scores

Demonstrate skills needed for college
study in music education

Academic ability to maintain a high GPA



Music Performance Skills

PMEA Report
Private Lessons

Aural Skills

Music Fundamentals
Vocal Ability
Keyboard Skills

Attitude



Survey of Duquesne University Students
“Top 10” Ranked in Order
of Importance

#1 Piano Basics

#2 Solfege & Ear-Training

#3 Music Theory

#4 Singing

#5 Practice on Instruments & Practice Skills

#9 Reading Music

#10 Private Lessons/Proficiency on Instrument/Voice

#'s 6, 7, 8 Relate to Attitude/Disposition



Attitude

Eager about participation in music now?
Healthy, positive relationships with others?
Hard-working student?

Handle criticism?



Public Speaking and
Leadership

Offer to make announcements
at concerts, read program notes, etc.

Mentor younger students and
provide one-on-one lessons

Lead sectionals

Speak at a School Board Meeting or a
Booster Meeting



Teaching Experience &
Observation

Assist Elementary Music Teachers
Give lessons to younger students
Lead Sectionals

Observe a variety of teachers:
all areas of music and other
subjects, “best” teachers

Teaching at summer camps,
retreats, etc.



Understanding the
Profession

You may not get a job near home

Where are the jobs?

Understand salaries throughout the career

Stipends for extra-curricular demands - usually not very much

PA Teaching Certificate says PreK-12 MUSIC and does not recognize a
specialty like band, choir, strings, general music, or jazz.

What else does the music teacher do? Professional development, further
degrees, etc.

This profession will take over your life!



Professional Organizations
They are there to help!

PMEA - mentor program
NAfME

ACDA, ADSA, ASTA
American Bandmasters, JEN

NATS, PADESTA, etc.



More Resources!

PMEA/PCMEA/SMTE:

http://www.pmea.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/soyoul.pdf

and
http://smte.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Final-Have-You-

Thought-of-Becoming-a-Music-Educator.pdf

Majoring in Music website:

https://majoringinmusic.com/music-education/ and
https://majoringinmusic.com/prepare-to-be-a-college-music-major/







More Resources!

College Audition Blog:

https://auditioningforcollege.com/2011/11/07/guest
-article-preparing-for-a-career-in-music-education/

Alfred Music:

https://www.alfred.com/blog/why-i-interviewed-
musicians-before-pursuing-music-as-career/







Credits...

PMEA State Council for
Teacher Training,
Recruitment and Retention,

especially Nora Burridge, David Deitz, Paul Doerksen,
Jonathan Helmick, Kathleen Melago, Susan Metelsky,
and Paul Fox
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