Research Presented at the 2009 PMEA Conference in Valley Forge

The 2009 PMEA Annual Conference in Valley Forge hosted a large number of research projects on a wide variety of topics. Twenty-five research posters were displayed with topics including a case study of the musical life of a toddler, a study of Mozart’s wind concerti and effects of aural distractions on musical memory.  Six of the projects were selected by the research committee for presentation at the two research forums.  Those projects are described below.  In addition, all the abstracts from the conference are available on the PMEA website by selecting the Research and Advocacy link from the Documents menu option.

Creativity in the Middle School Instrumental Setting: Educators’ Use of Improvisation and Composition. Nancy Beitler, an instrumental music teacher at Southern Lehigh Valley Middle School and Ph.D. candidate at Penn State University, was curious how middle school instrumental teachers address National Standard number three, relating to improvisation and composition. She was also interested to see if there was a relationship between a teacher’s personal experience with these musical outlets and their use within the classroom. A survey of twenty-six instrumental music teachers revealed more time was spent in the instrumental classroom improvising than composing. Neither activity was used by the majority of the teachers a large percent of time with students. A significantly high, positive relationship was found between teachers’ experiences with composition and improvisation and their use of these activities in their classrooms.  

A Descriptive Study of Rural Sixth Grade Instrumental Students’ Thought Processes While Engaged in Sight-reading. Steve Johnson, of Clarion University, sought to identify similarities and differences among what sixth grade instrumentalists think about when sight-reading.  Students performed a passage from the Watkins-Farnum Performance Scale, and were immediately asked to describe their thought processes after the conclusion of the performance.  The performance and the subsequent discussion were video recorded for later analysis.  The researcher hopes to determine if students with higher scores on the sight-reading portion seemed to have different thoughts or strategies during performance, compared to students who were less successful.

“No One Ever Said”… Seven Music Teachers Experiences Discovering the Missing Link in Their Training.  Heather Russell, a Ph.D. student at Temple University, presented her investigation about how the Education Through Movement teaching approach affected the teaching of seven music teachers.  Developed by Phyllis Weikart, the Education Through Movement approach was learned by the participants through training with the developer herself. How the training in this approach addressed perceived gaps in the music teachers’ undergraduate education and needs they discovered once in the classroom were themes that emerged from the teachers’ stories.  

Plain Living and Simple Deeds: The Role and Meaning of a Music Education in the Old Order Amish Community.  Yi-Ting Huang, a Ph.D. candidate at Penn State University, investigated the presence, function, context and transmission of music within a multi-age Amish classroom.  Access to Amish classrooms is strictly limited, therefore this study offers a unique insight into the education of Amish children.  The researcher interviewed the teacher at an Amish school on three occasions, two prior to the Christmas program, and one following the program. The use of music in the Amish school is likely dependent upon the teacher and her comfort and passion for inclusion.  

The First Five Years of the “Real World:” An In-Progress Longitudinal Investigation of Music Teachers Educated in Pennsylvania Music Education Programs During Their First Five Years After College.  Kimberly Councill, of Susquehanna University, reported on the status of her five-year investigation of beginning teachers.  Participants are eight teachers who were recognized by their alma mater upon graduation with a PMEA/SMTE award for achievement.  Half way through the study, Councill has identified similarities among the teachers’ experiences.  They have engaged in a variety of professional development, have found it difficult to have time for personal performance and they do generally feel supported by colleagues and administration.

The Effects of Participation in a Community Children’s Choir on Participants’ Identity: An Ethnographic Case Study.  Melissa Mills, of the University of Maryland, shared the results of her exploration of six students’ (ages 12- 14) experiences in a children’s choir.  Mills interviewed the students in focus groups and three of the six individually.  In addition, she interviewed the parents, the choir director and an adult former member of the choir.  She found three areas of identity addressed in her data:  personal identity (self-esteem, discipline, social skills, etc.), musical identity (comparisons of the children’s choir to other ensemble experiences), and collective identity (sense of family and responsibility to the role in the group).

There will be plenty of interesting research presented at the next conference in April, 2010.  If you would like to participate in the poster session, Research Forum I or II or the Research-based Workshop session at the next conference, please see the Call for Papers located below.
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