The Career Development of Jazz Musicians: From High 

School to College to Professional Musician
This session will present information on the career development of jazz musicians from school, through college to professional musician. Using data from a series of studies that were conducted over the past 8 years (the poster presentation reports on the most recent study conducted on this population), the presenter will provide information on three stages of development of jazz musicians:
1. High school – average training and experience that students gained in high school through camps, lessons and jazz ensemble; the extent to which different people  influenced them to major in jazz (band directors, parents, siblings, friends, roles models) and reasons for choosing specific institutions to go to major in jazz. (Data already published)
2. College – the types of jobs students aspire to have, the types of jobs they realistically expect to get given the job market, their expectations for income, practice and performance routines at college, challenges to achieving success at college with the top ensembles. (Data already published)
3. Professional – their current employment patterns, income, current challenges to securing stable employment, the extent to which college prepared them for the realities of the job market, number of jazz and non-jazz gigs per month, current non-music employment, impact of their career choice on their social lives and advice they would give current college students. (Unpublished data)
The research data provided in this session was obtained through a series of studies on the same population. Initial studies were conducted while the subjects were at college and follow up studies were conducted after they had graduated and entered the workforce. Accordingly, this session provides valuable insight into the thought process that students go through to become professionals and how their aspirations and expectations change and/or develop as they progress from school to college to professional musicians. It is envisioned that this session will appeal to researchers (in terms of methodology and conducting longitudinal studies), students and directors (in terms of making careers decisions and choices, and the realities of the job market). 
