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“MAGIC DRAGON” MOMENTS: TEACHING FOR MORALITY IN 

A MIDDLE SCHOOL CHOIR CLASS

Joys that are shared, become larger joys. They grow somehow when you get to share something with somebody. And when you’ve got something just breaking your heart, at least I know in my life, if I’ve got somebody to share it with, it lightens up. (Deb Borton, Video Notes, March 26) 
A shift in the music education profession has encouraged more student-centered classrooms, as well as provided a push for teachers to embrace responsibilities of educating students not only in music, but in ways of humanity (DeLorenzo, 2003). Goals for classrooms include musical, intellectual, and emotional empowering of students to raise awareness of the impact people can have on others (DeLorenzo, 2003). 

The proposed poster and oral presentations are drawn from a study that explored, investigated, and described the teaching and the characteristics of Deb Borton, a middle school choir teacher who builds and nurtures a musical learning community in her classroom. This research was emergent; however the creation of a safe learning environment, development of musicianship, and empowerment of students remained central lenses throughout the project. The focus of the proposed presentations is on Deb’s efforts to teach middle school choral students about being better people through morality development during her choir classes at Kinawa Middle School in Okemos, Michigan. 
