“No one ever said” . . .

Seven Music Teachers’ Experiences of Discovering the Missing Link in their Training

The purpose of this in-progress research is to describe music teachers’ experiences with Phyllis Weikart and her Education Through Movement (ETM) teaching approach. The guiding question for the study is: How do music teachers understand ETM and incorporate it into their teaching practice? Specifically, what experiences led teachers to undertake ETM training; and how have they incorporated the elements and ideas of ETM into their teaching practice and beliefs?
The seven participants interviewed in this study were purposefully selected because of their extensive experience teaching music and training in the Education Through Movement approach. All participants storied the ways Education Through Movement provided “missing links” that filled gaps left by undergraduate training and workshops or certifications in Orff-Schulwerk, Kodàly, MMCP, Dalcroze, or Music Learning Theory. The gaps were knowledge of the sequence in which human abilities develop, and the application of that information in the process of teaching. The links were components of ETM such as the movement core (the sequence of basic motor movement development) and the teaching model, (strategies to evaluate in real-time and adapt lessons to students’ developmental needs.) 
In the midst of analyzing the narrative data, the following questions are emerging: 1) What is important in Music Teacher education? 2) How do teachers learn to answer questions such as: how does this task or activity relate to the concept I am teaching; why did or didn’t that activity “work,” and what do I do next time to help my students succeed? 3) What do we know in 2008 about human development that we did not know fifty years ago? 4) How does that knowledge inform our practice when employing traditional teaching methods or approaches?

