Social-Music Interactions: A Six-Month Case Study of a Toddler


The purpose of this in-progress research is to understand a toddler’s musical tendencies and social music interactions with his family.  The questions of this study are: How does the toddler respond when he hears music? What are his musical tendencies during play and daily routines? How does he respond when an adult initiates music interactions with him? Can adults agree on what they see and the labels they assign to the behaviors?  The family members involved in this case study are the toddler’s father, mother, aunt, grandmother, and the researcher (who is also his aunt).   Data sources are written observations, journals, interviews, video recordings, audio recordings, and photographs.

Preliminary analysis has been conducted using techniques for case studies and for seeking triangulation across data sources (Patton, 2002).  Since the outset of the study, family members have reviewed literature on early childhood music education and have been guided by the researcher.  Initial findings include noticing the toddler’s increase in vocal responses to music, approximations of familiar songs and chants, and melodic and rhythmic improvisation.  The researcher notes similarities and differences in the observers’ perspectives of the toddler’s musical behaviors, and seeks possible interpretations for this.  Further analysis will help to broaden the findings on the toddler’s changing behaviors and interactions with adults.  The findings of this study will not be generalizable. At present, it seems possible that they may lead readers to deeper understandings of ways that parents and caregivers can promote musical development with their own children.  The readers may also learn how to identify and encourage specific musical behaviors in children.
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