
Play-Based Social Music Interactions Among Very Young Children and Adults


The purpose of this in-progress research is to describe vocal music and movement interactions among young children and adults over a 12-week time period (September-December, 2008). Using techniques from conversation analysis (Silverman, 1985), independent observers will analyze videotape recordings related to five questions: What types of vocal sounds and movements do young children make in play settings—without and with live musical interactions with music teachers/researchers (MT/Rs)? How often do young children demonstrate these? Which do adults interpret as music? When adults interact with children’s vocal sounds and movements as music, do the children’s vocalizations and movements continue? From this study, what might adults learn about how to use music during children’s play? Participants are 9 infants ages 6-12 months (4 Female, 5 Male), 7 toddlers ages 13-24 months (4 Female, 3 Male) and their day care providers (6 Females)—each is African American—in two intact classrooms at an urban day care center in a large northeastern city. To capture vocal and movement interactions among the participants during their usual playtime, we videotape record children/adults in each room for 20 minutes each week. During weeks 3-10, after the initial 20 minutes of recording, the MT/Rs enter the children’s room for 20 minutes of music and movement interactions, and then retreat. Recording continues for 20 minutes. Vocal and movement interactions consist of singing, chanting, moving, and playing with the infants or toddlers (a) using modified techniques identified as ideal for children in stages of preparatory audiation (Gordon, 2003), and (b) engaging in play activity children initiate. In April, after the initial analyses, we will present our mechanisms for insuring trustworthiness; and emerging details of the interactions via videotape clips. We will close with comparisons to past research findings and implications for future research and practical applications. 
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