Title: An Investigation of Dance Education Standards in Elementary Education in the Tri-State Area.
“Movement plays a vital part of a child’s growth, development, and education.   Because the movement of young children is considered a part of their everyday lives, it is often overlooked in educational settings.  Those concerned with child care and education may see no reason to classify and analyze that which seems so obvious.  In contrast, as soon as children show the first signs of interest in reading or math, parents and teachers provide materials and experiences which assist in the learning process” (Davies, 2003, p. 2).  
For many school districts in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, dance education is not offered at the elementary level alongside music, physical education, and visual art.  More fortunate schools receive grants for Artists in Residence programs that may or may not include dance education.  Although dance standards are included in each state’s Academic Standards for the Arts and Humanities across grade levels (grades 3, 5, 8, 12), I would like to investigate whether and how teachers achieve these standards--typically without dance teachers-- in elementary schools.  From them, I would like to learn about the movement and dance activities that they use to possibly meet dance standards.  From them, I would like to learn about movement and dance activities that they use to possibly meet dance standards.
The purpose of this research is to describe the experiences of general music and physical education teachers use movement and dance in their classes. The following are the objectives for this study:

1. To describe how physical education teachers incorporate dance and or creative movement in their classrooms.
2. To describe how general music teachers incorporate dance and or creative movement in their classrooms.
3. To describe how the dance standards for each state are being met, or the contrary, at the elementary level.
4. To describe physical education and music teachers’ knowledge and incorporation of the dance standards in their classrooms.
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