ABSTRACT

THE EFFECTS OF PARTICIPATION IN A COMMUNITY CHILDREN’S CHOIR ON PARTICIPANTS’ IDENTITY: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC CASE STUDY

The purpose of this dissertation is to explore the effects of participation in a community children’s choir on the identities of choir participants. Questions include: (1) How are participants’ personal identities shaped by their participation, (2) How are participants’ musical identities shaped by their participation, and (3) What role do participants’ relationships with peers and the conductor play in shaping the participants’ identities? Six choir members, ages 12 to 14, participated in two focus group interviews, and follow-up interviews were held with three of these choir members and their parents, one adult former children’s choir member, and the choir’s conductor. 

Results are divided into three categories: personal identity, musical identity, and collective identity. Regarding personal identity, involvement in the children’s choir enhances choristers’ self-concept, self-esteem, and self-efficacy. The choristers’ self-concepts are enhanced in the areas of commitment, self-discipline, social skills, respect, confidence, and leadership. In contrast to school, where they experience harsh peer judgment, children’s choir is a safe place where the choristers feel unconditional peer acceptance. Their self-efficacy increases as they master difficult repertoire and become proficient singers. Regarding musical identity development, choir participation enhances the choristers’ musical self-concept and musical self-esteem. The choristers’ frequent comparisons between children’s choir and other ensembles helps them further differentiate their emerging self-concepts. Finally, the children’s choir has a family-like collective identity that exerts a powerful influence on the participants. In this choir family, choir members and the conductor perceive that they have specific roles to fulfill.

