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ABSTRACT


The purpose of this study was two-fold:  to explore the creative process that my mother experienced while writing a collection of children’s poetry and to set a selection of favorite poems to music.  I was deeply interested in my mother’s story and how it compared to other creators’ experiences.  For this case study, data were collected through interviews of my parents and my own recollections of my mother’s creative process.  This methodology triangulated data from my mother, my father, and me, allowing all participants to contribute his/her unique memories of the poems.  

To fulfill the first purpose, the common themes of my mother’s creative process were found through analysis of the interviews.  The first theme was a reason for creating.  My mother created for enjoyment, to fulfill a creative desire, to be appreciated, and to preserve memories.  The next theme found was a time for creating.  She rarely planned creative moments but found her creativity to be spontaneous, often a result of an inspiring image or a remembered childhood event.  The third theme found was the importance of nature in her life.  Nature provided both inspiration and subject matter for her creation.


For the second purpose, I selected personal favorite poems and then allowed my mother to choose the poems that held the most meaning for her.  We compared our choices and decided on a final list of ten poems to set to music.  She created melodies for several of the poems from this list and sung them to me.  I transcribed the music she created and then composed my own melodies for the remaining poems, considering the appropriate vocal ranges and abilities of children as found in the literature review.  Finally, I compiled the written songs into a children’s songbook, adding line drawings that my mother had created to accompany the poems.

