Abstract: A Descriptive Study of Rural Sixth Grade Instrumental Students’ Thought Processes While Engaged in Sight-Reading
The purpose of this study is to describe the thought processes of sixth grade instrumentalists while engaged in sight reading and identify differences between the thought processes of students who are more successful at sight reading and students who are less successful sight readers.

Twenty sixth grade instrumental students selected at random from three public schools participated in a pilot study.  The purpose of the pilot study was to determine which of two methods would be more effective in collecting valid and reliable verbal descriptions from the students.  Students who gave verbal descriptions immediately after playing each short excerpt of the Watkins-Farnum Performance Scale (WFPS) gave richer descriptions of their thoughts during performance than students who viewed a video tape of themselves to stimulate memory.  While watching and listening to themselves, the students in this group had a strong tendency to critique mistakes rather than recall their thoughts while performing.
Fifty sixth grade instrumental students were selected at random from ten  public schools in western Pennsylvania.  Collecting data from different schools served as a control for teacher effect among the students.  Immediately after completing each excerpt in the WFPS, each student was asked to recall her or his thoughts while sight-reading that excerpt.  Students were video-taped while performing the WFPS and also while verbally describing their thoughts.  
The students’ verbal descriptions were transcribed into transcripts for content analysis and the raw scores of the WFPS will be used to categorize the participating students into groups by achievement level.  Currently, the content analysis of the transcripts and categorization of students into groups is in progress.  The video tapes will be re-viewed to strengthen the reliability of the WFPS scores and student verbal descriptions.  If there is significant variance in student WFPS achievement scores, the content analysis of the students’ descriptions by group will identify similarities and differences in thought descriptions between the groups.  If there is no significant difference in WFPS achievement scores, the study will describe the study population as a single group.
