IDENTITY AND SOCIALIZATION DEVELOPMENT APPROACHES IN UNDERGRADAUTE PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 

(Research in progress)

The purpose of this study was to examine identity and socialization construction techniques used by professional programs in higher education. Many professional programs have issues similar to music education related to preparing students for their transformation from student to professional.  How music education can better serve our students in this way can perhaps be strengthened through examination of the strategies and approaches of other professional programs. 

Participants are faculty and students on the campuses of two large universities involved in the professional development of students enrolled in nursing, business, kinesiology, theater education, art education, and science education.  Researchers are conducting interviews with faculty (3 interviews) and students (1 interview) and collecting documents such as syllabi and assignments.

At this time, we have identified five emerging ideas from the collected data.  1) Students in both business and health education speak of how contact with professionals in the field enhances their perception of professionalism; 2) Instructors place emphasis on contextual assignments (e.g. Presentations for professional panels, resource assignments that may help them); 3) The instructors in Health Education, Theatre Education Science Education, and Art Education struggle with the same identity issues that we have in music education (i.e. Performer/player vs. teacher); 4) Professional behavior as well as skill is balanced across the curriculum;  5) Students desires and abilities to integrate their education and “real world realities” seem to vary greatly.
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Applications of this Research

· Beginning teachers need mentors, and mentors who understand their needs

· Beginning teachers seem to situate their experience within their past experience at their own district – it can be hard to shift their paradigm

· Practicing teachers can open their classrooms as much as possible to let music education majors have meaningful experiences

· New music teachers share common experiences with other new teachers – they may be able to help each other

· Music education as a field can benefit from exploring other fields in education for ideas and approaches to help mentor new teachers
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