Experienced Elementary Music Teachers’ Perceptions of Interactions with Students


Characteristics of effective music teachers are wide and varied.  Similarly, music teachers vary greatly in their approaches to effectively facilitating music learning.  A commonality among music teachers, however, is interaction with their students during class.  Despite a growing body of research on music teaching effectiveness and expertise, few researchers have specifically explored the nature of the interactions among teacher and students as it relates to effective music teaching in the context of the elementary general music classroom nor have they drawn upon the knowledge of experienced elementary music teachers to gain an insider perspective on the nature of classroom interactions in elementary general music. 


The purpose of this study, therefore, is to examine how experienced elementary general music teachers perceive the effectiveness of their instructional interactions with students in the music classroom.  The following questions will be asked: 1) What types of interactions do experienced teachers use most frequently and perceive as effective in the elementary music classroom? 2) How do music teachers’ sentiments (feelings) and norms (rules) affect the way they perceive interactions with students? 3) How do music teachers perceive the effectiveness of planned musical interactions as compared to spontaneous musical interactions? 4) Who do experienced music teachers perceive as being most frequently responsible for instigating and prolonging interactions during music class? 5) Do observed classroom interactions with students accurately reflect experienced music teachers’ perceptions of effective interactions?


Participants will be elementary general music teachers in Pennsylvania with 10 or more years of teaching experience.  A sequential explanatory mixed method design will be used to collect data from the participants.  Initially, quantitative data will be collected via a questionnaire used to survey experienced elementary general music teachers about their perceptions of effective interactions in the music classroom.  Upon completion of the survey, a small sub-sample of three experienced elementary general music teachers will be selected for both observation of their teaching and interviews to reflect upon their interactions with students.  The observations and interviews will also help determine how accurately observations of classroom interactions reflect teacher perceptions as indicated in the survey questionnaire.    


Results of this study will provide insight into the perceptions and thought processes of experienced music teachers and may inform both music teachers as well as music teacher educators about which instructional interactions are perceived as most effective in the elementary music classroom.  

