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The Status of Orchestra Programs in K-12 Public Schools in Pennsylvania,

and a Profile of Music Teachers Who Teach Strings in those Schools
Previous researchers have estimated that only 16 to 31 percent of music programs in K-12 schools in the United States provide instruction on bowed stringed instruments (including orchestra). Nevertheless, findings indicated that the number of students receiving string instruction has increased in recent years. Approximately 20 percent of teachers who teach string students report that their primary instrument is not a stringed instrument. In addition, many string teachers hold part-time or itinerant positions, and are asked to teach other types of music classes (e.g., band, choir, or general music). The purpose of this study is to investigate the status of orchestra programs in K-12 public schools in Pennsylvania, and construct a profile of music teachers who teach strings in those schools. This descriptive study will involve a survey all 501 public school districts in Pennsylvania to determine which offer string or orchestra instruction. Existence of string programs will be examined in the context of several aspects, including student enrollment, urbanicity, and socio-economic status. All teachers who teach string students in districts that offer such instruction will be surveyed to create a profile that illustrates their attributes and opinions about their jobs. In districts that do not offer string instruction, administrators will be surveyed to solicit their opinions regarding interest in and feasibility of initiating such offerings. Results will be reported to describe the status of string programs in Pennsylvania, and to reveal the characteristics and opinions of the teachers who provide string instruction in the commonwealth. Conclusions will be drawn to inform string teachers, administrators, and teacher educators, and to encourage further study into this important issue.
