Collaborative reflection:  A deeper understanding 

of the reflective practices of middle school teachers
Research-in-progress

The purpose of this study is to examine the collaborative reflection of middle school teachers.  The questions that will guide this study are: 1) how do middle school teachers collaboratively reflect on their teaching? 2) how does the collaborative reflection of  teachers from various subject areas (disciplines) inform the individual’s teaching?  3) in what ways does collaboration result in a deeper understanding of a reflective topic?


This embedded case study (Creswell, 2007; Yin, 2003) is based on a unique reflective practice group located at a suburban middle school in eastern Pennsylvania. Yin (2003) defines a unique case as “so rare that any single case is worth documenting and analyzing” (p. 41).    Embedded in this case are two subunits of analysis; 1) the group as a whole and 2) the individual teachers of the group.


Three devices will be used for data collection:  1) an on-line discussion board, 2) a videotape recording of a group meeting and 3) individual interviews of group members. 

After preparing all the data from the transcripts and discussion board entries, it will be organized into themes through a process of coding and consolidating these codes as recommended by John Creswell in Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing among Five Approaches.  Categorical aggregation of instances will reveal themes, categories and codes and supply meaning for an interpretation of the case.  Identifying patterns within the data will occur from the known – research questions – and the unknown – emergent issues (Stakes, 1995).  A detailed description of the case with the themes developed from the comparison and contrast of the codes and categories will result in a final analysis of the data.


The two embedded subunits of analysis – 1) the group as a whole and 2) individual teachers – will be evaluated separately.  This design will allow for appraisal of the effect on the individual teacher and their classroom practices and also the group collaborations and interactions.
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