Understanding Students’ Sense of Community within the Choral Ensemble

What does it mean when high school choir students say that they miss choir? What exactly do they “miss”? This phenomenological study asks high school choir students to describe their experiences in choir. The hypothesis being that a sense of community is at the core of these collective choir experiences. 

According to MacMillan (1976), “sense of community is a feeling that members have of belonging, a feeling that members matter to one another and to the group, and a shared faith that members’ needs will be met through their commitment to be together” (MacMillan & Chavis, 1986).  MacMillan and Chavis further define sense of community as consisting of four elements: membership; influence; integration and fulfillment of needs; and shared emotional connection.

Seven interviews using an interview guide with follow-up questions were conducted with students of an intact choir. All seven interviewed students plus an additional seven students also completed a written reflection. Their collective responses will hopefully reveal a shared experience that will help music educators to understand one facet of why students choose to participate in choral music ensembles. If the elements of a sense of community are part of the students’ shared experiences, then this research could lead to an improvement in retention rates for choral music ensembles and a more meaningful choir experience for students. 

Currently all of the interviews and written reflections have been collected. I am in the progress of transcribing the interviews and categorizing the written reflection statements. My project will be completed before the PMEA convention in April, 2009. 

